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human beings which it is not the power of angels [to
perform]: what have I done that thou art so much
astonished ?    Enough, I dislike much talk ; but say,
what manners is this to leave your guest alone, and
amuse yourself by staring about; what will he think
*of your behaviour?  return quickly to the company,
and attend to your guest, and send for his mistress,
and make her sit by him."    I instantly returned to
the young merchant, and shewed him every friendly
attention.    Soon after, two handsome slaves entered
with bottles of delicious wine, and cups set with pre-
cious stones, and served us the liquor.    In the mean-
time, 1 then observed to the young merchant, I am
in every way your friend and servant; it were well
that your handsome mistress, to whom your heart is
attached, should honour us with her presence; it will,
be perfectly agreeable to me, and if you please, I will
send a person to call her.    On hearing this, he was
extremely pleased, and said, " Very well,  my dear
friend, you have [by your kind offer] spoken the wish
of my heart."    1 sent a eunuch [to bring her].    When
half the night was past, that foul hag, mounted on au
elegant chaudol9l arrived like an unexpected evil.        ^
To please my guest I was compelled to advance,
and receive her with the utmost kindness, and place
her near the young man.    On seeing her, he became
as rejoiced as if he had received all the delights of the
world.   That hag also clung round the neck of that
angelic youth.    The [ludicrous] sight appeared, in
plain truth, such as when over the moon of the four-

1 A kind of palKi or sedan, for the conrojaaoe of the women of peopfo
of rank in India.